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PREVIOUS TOS - EL

CURRENT REVISED TOS - EL

PAPER COMPONENT MARKS W_EI:\IGGHT PAPER COMPONENT MARKS W_E”I\IGGHT
1 Situational Writing 15 1 Situational Writing 15
Writing Continuous Writing 40 27.5% Writing Continuous Writing 40 27.5%
(1h 10 min) (1h 10 min)
2 Booklet A (MCQ): 2 Booklet A (MCQ):
Language Use Grammar T* Language Use and | Grammar 10*
and Punctuation 3* Comprehension
Comprehension | Vocabulary 5 (1 h 50 min) Vocabulary 5
(1 h 50 min) Vocabulary Cloze 5 Vocabulary Cloze 5
Comprehension Visual Text
(Graphic Stimulus) 5* Comprehension 8*
Comprehension MCQ 5*
Booklet B (OE): 0 Booklet B (OE): 5
Grammar Cloze 10 47.5% Grammar Cloze 10 41.5%
Editing for Spelling & Editing for Spelling &
Grammar 10* Grammar 12*
Comprehension Cloze 15 Comprehension Cloze 15
Synthesis / Synthesis /
Transformation 10 Transformation 10
Comprehension OE 20 Comprehension OE 20
(2m per question) (1- 4m per question)
3 3
Listening Listening Listening Listening
Comprehension [ Comprehension 20 10% Comprehension | Comprehension 20 10%
(Abt 35 min) MCQ (Abt 35 min) MCQ
4 Reading Aloud 10 4 Reading Aloud 10
Oral Picture Discussion 10* Oral Stimulus-based 20*
Communication | Conversation 10* 15% Communication | Conversation 15%
(Abt 11 min) (Abt 10 min)
Total 200 100% Total 200 100%




Paper 1 — Writing (55m)

Paper 2 — Language Use & Comprehension
(95m)

Paper 3 — Listening Comprehension (20m)
Paper 4 — Oral Communication (30m)



Two assessment criteria: (1) Task
Fulfilment and (2) Language and
Organisation

Marks awarded under Task Fulfilment will be
based on both content and pupil’s awareness
of purpose, audience and context

Marks awarded under Language and
Organisation will be based on language
accuracy and presentation of information/
ideas



Task Fulfilment (6 marks)
v" Holistic marking
v’ Presentation of key information

shows clear awareness of purpose,
audience and context of writing

Language and Organisation (9 marks)
v" Accuracy in expression and mechanics
v" Ability to present clearly information/ideas



P — Purpose

R — Register
A — Audience
C — Context

T — Tone



Situational Writing (SW)

2015 P5S ENGLIEH LANGUAGE — SITUATIONAL WRITING PRACTICE 1

Your schaal will be crganising @ Primary 5 Art Wesk. Shoawn below is an information
sheet on the event with same notes you have made on iL

« % 7Primary 5 Art Week, % ™
¢ ]
g £ 18-22 March & ¢

Your Task

Your best friend, Sophia, was absenl from schaoal and has not ssen the
infammation sheet yat

‘Writs an emall fo fsll 2ophia about the event.

You ane b refer o the green information on page 1 far your smail.

Activities held during school hours:

Tie Dye

= Create your avwn printed t=shirt with simple e dye echnigues

Drama Workshop
= B guided by professional play-ariters and prodsss a shaet play in groups

Activities held after school:

Pottery
{18 and 21 March, 2 p.m. - 5 p.m.} J"'--ﬂrhe..r..s__“ﬁ "
- Leam basic throwing and wheeling fﬂlﬁ, Chara ¥

technigues and brirg hame a viess at

the ard of hvo 3-haur sessions ! Pracas of hegil

Qil Painting

(1% and 20 March, 2 p.m. — 4 pom.)

- iy the warks and umigue stydes aof A‘“‘*M.,-ﬂ’
different arlists and produce an ol Simillar with S hi
painting @t the end of two 2-haur
SEELianG

Batik Painting
{12 and 22 March, 2 pm. — 4 p.m.} &w&,ﬂm

- Leam this tradiiaral art form and

create @ vibrant piece of work on Rk A‘Hﬁ.ﬂh’ﬁ

clogh aver e 2-haur sessions

Sign up for any of these after-schoal sctivities at the Art Ream during recess!

Registration is now open and closas an 1 March

In pour amail, nclude the fzllowing information:
= the name of the event and when it will be bald
s the activities that wil be hald during school hours
= poe afler-schaol actiity which bath of yaw are lkely %o take part in and why

= hawe bath af yau can sign up for the after-=chool activities

Yo may reander the points. Write in complele sentenoess.




GIVEN TASK
* One item

« Write a composition
about the given topic
* Based on 1 or more of 3

given visuals

 Pointers provided

REQUIRED RESPONSE

Continuous Writing (CW)

PART 2: Continuous Writing (40 marks)
(2) Write s composition of at least 150
words sbout a difficult decision.

Your composition should be based on
one, two or sll of these pictures.

Use the following points to help you
plan your composition:

o Whatwas the decision?
o Why was it s difficult decision?
You may use the points in any order

and include other relevant points as
well.

 Continuous prose (narrative/non-

narrative)

» Individual response to given topic
« Make use of at least 1 out of 3 given visuals

in any order

 Address the given pointers in any order and

include other relevant points




CONTENT (20 marks)

* Relevance of ideas -
related to given topic

» Development of ideas
and interest value

LANGUAGE & ORGANISATION

(20 marks)

» Language used — conventions of
internationally acceptable English

* Vocabulary - variety and apt
choice of words

 Organisation — effective
sequencing and linking of ideas
and facts



Visual Text Comprehension

The floaing pages ara taen from 2 Sava Our Strast Doge information Leafiat.

Sfudy Tis fyar carstully and answar quastions 21 1028

~RoMA

SOSD Puppy Adoption Drive

S

“GIVE NE OR ONE OF
MY FRIENDS A HOME?

IIlﬂPTIlI III\‘E

/A Save Our Street Dogs

Your Confibutions Mal= 4
DiE

Dear friemds of 30GD0,

fou can help s oo mone far
ur sirest dogs by conRriuting
to 050 resculng e
Kaedical bilks and mIk powider
EER L ET g T — 0 I
expensss and 0

Pelo oy t;'

Trhe pumples
adult dogs
ceni counts

o ol s, Wineher i ol A aronTing
N 2014, make & pizoge — to adopt, not

Dtz 12 Jam 2014, 120 — 4pem

Sawve Qur Strest Dogs (505D0) s a
charity crganisation made up of 3
group of woluntesr stray lowers,
fesders and rescusrs from wanous
walks of life, with the purpose of
sdvocsting better welfare for strest
dogs.

SOELYs first adoption drive of 2014 happens n<

For Tnis orive, wee willl D2 f=sturing 25 puppies, resoued fromm all over Sing

all siras. oodoupe, pencars and Thay Fewe ons Fing In common — ey
.!p.m.' oF o, arel 2k our ik

buy.

Warpss: Comersaone Cate, Glshes Park 2, 1350 Ang MO Ko Ay 1
Ermall oy erfsf=ond om sn for Adopfion Drive engquides.

WHO AREWE &
WHAT WE DO?

HUSL 15 3 humane society which
focuses on managing the sccaptance
of strays in society. 5050 hopes to
fulfil her miz=sion of giving thess strays
3 chance inlife, until esch dog has a
home to call its own,
dearhy lowved.

~ visuals

in which it is

Adepisd fonT METSme sosdopsg
{Ga an % M2 nax page)

e Authentic form
of representing
information
with text and

CHEZTHUT

e a3l our webshe

e d gonEtion
o aaslar]

CADOPTING

When we I'EEJZ"-\.EEIIQ from e sinests, We
alen ke on e responskllfy B erune Fot
e dog gets 3 sulable home. The really ks
Tl we oIt save all IIIQS- mcEse animal
welane groups lack resodrces. By =00piing
you are mol only giing e dog youTe
dpiing a new lease of B you ane ako
I:::E"'ll"lg up kemnel space for anomer sirest
dog wallhg o be saved and evesmually
remomed

GINGER

A sTay Mal gave bim 10 11 pups, she couldr
produce mil GUS 30 NEr NUge Maggat wound in
e naomen and El e pUDDiSs WeNS 0G0
g2 e rescusd M, and nursed 3 pUDDES
[0aCk 10 heaT. Ginger was fosEned, Teatsd wih
mitiple sugenes, and has sound 3 ovng home
A1l 11 puppies have Since Desn renomed Mo
oving damilies

YOU CAN HELPI

FOSTERING
Fosering plays 2 very cruclEl roke In
saing  nooent strest  Ies.  WIRDOUR

fierers, B ks dicuR T us B0 rescue
dogs OfF Me stects. Kennel space fllls up
very CJH[.'WWE Wil F=2ve W depend
on Jallanle fosferers 35 We ane unabke o
underizke 3 rescus I we 00 mot mEve 2
place fr M2 dog b go B Foskerng ks
opening your home and Degr B 3 dog for
mi 0 knglerm will Pe dog Tads A
pErmanent home

VOLUNTEERING

Want fo roll up your skeeves and lend 3
helging hand 10 save our sirest dogs? We
are constanily searching for volumieers o
ZEslkEt us I afierent arsss! Ohop s a0
emall 3 sostresidogfomalleom. You
o2 2ken VIER WWW_S3VETUrETTasiings som
0 find out which are M2 anazs you can
comrioute In

{0 an % M2 naxd page)




Visual Text Comprehension

O

o
i’
I

~ 8 questions

Far aach questian fam 21 0 25, four aplians ara given. One of ham ks Te camacl answear. Maka
your chakca {1, 2, 3 or 4. Shade the carec] aval (1, 2, 3 or ) an the Oplical Answar. (S marks)

2 Basad an ;e fiyar, which an2 of e fallowing sisiamants ks ua?

(1} Dogs put up for adoglon were sirest dogs.

{2} Tha adoglon drivefagiured 25 dogs hal wars ol injured.

{3} Tha 3dapion drive was M2 Irsl In TR RSty of T
Dogs.

(f) For anquiies 3boul T 3daplon diva, ana can vis Ma SOSD
mm!ms -

22 The SOSD Pupgy Adapan Drive was mastly argetad A1

(1} childran
(3 voumears \

@ wu= Evaluation of specific details
21. Based on the flyer, which of the
25 The FOWIng e Ways 10 haip et dogs axcam . . .
(1 maung onsons 15050 following statements is true?

{Z} adapling asirest dog rescued by SOED
{3} Dying cule pupes fram dog farms and giving ham kving hames
{4} t=Ong hame astrasl dog fempararily unll iinds 3 parmanam hama

24 B3sad on M2 fyer, bol Chastul and Ginger wara
{1} female skray dogs
{2} rescuad tom M2 st

{3} badly woundsd Inhe 2yss
(£} tnally adopiad by M2 vels who Fadiad T wounds

25 The missionof 505D k1

{1} fead 30 s¥ray dogs In Singapora

{2 ocalect danalians 1 hefp Al he shray dogs In Singapare
{3} resous STay dogs and raNOma THEM M kVing tamies

{£} saarch for wilumears fo halp them fo carry aul dog rescue wiark

—




Visual Text Comprehension

O

Understanding use of vocabulary s PR U —————
° made 11 he SOSD grgamsanmT
1n context & sentence structure () o
26. Which word best describes the ways @ coveten

through which donations and

. . I Whna pwposs do TR sioes Wil e accompanying picurss of Chestut and Gingar
contributions can be made to the =
. . {1} Toanlca raadars 10 3dapl srasl dags
SOSD organisation? @ Toshow st now s s o 02

{3} Tomaks e camam of Me fyar mare imarssing
£ Tolmorm 3 Chastt and Ginger had baan adopiad

28 Whal ks the main pupase of The fiyar?

Function of graphics/ visuals? ) Tomemmeveskednmn
27. What purpose do the stories with 9 Tomtm o o e e ne

{4 Tapramaiz e 5050 Puppy AdopBian Driva

the accompanying pictures of
Chestnut and Ginger serve?

Overall understanding of the text
28.What is the main purpose of the flyer?

END OF BOOKLET &




Range of questions:

e.g. main ideas, key details, punctuation,
textual elements, relating visual to text

Range of skills assessed:

e.g. skim for gist/ main ideas, scan for details,
make inference based on visual/ contextual
clues, make simple generalisations



Format:
Marks allocated based on demands of the item
(1 to 4 marks per item)

Answer form varies: e.g. box, graphic organiser,
lines



T

72

T3

74

75

WAthich wiard from Binas 1-5 has 3 simillar maaning 3s valued'? [1m]

The tabia below comparas Ladda with Siue Moan. Fll in e bianks using Iematan fnam
ha stary. [2m]
LCaddis Hiue Moon
Tysca =
atiriouiss
Persananty Tan FOgresare

\What doas “ihal’ n B2 9 rafar 197 [1m]

Haow did Mr Dan inow al Laddle was in fnoubia? [1m]

Bazad on M2 shory, stale whetner a3ch stiamam In e s beiow ks Tus o taise, han
givaane rassan Wity you TNk 50. [3m]

TrusTales

Redsdn

WrDon was sucoassill i
showing Blue Maan doan.

[Efions and Dhoe Maan
aftacked =ach omar.

Hifiats camfaed [3dde
ahar e andeal Laddie had
gana fraugh.

[Gaan ahe nad pags)

75. Based on the story, state
whether each statement in
the table below is true or
false, then give one reason
why you think so. (3m)

v" Question carries 3 marks

v' Requires student to evaluate
statement and support it with
reasons from the text

v' Format of answer - graphic
organiser of statements,
True/False with reasons



Skills Assessed:
sequence details
distinguish between cause and effect
compare and contrast
categorise and classify given details
identify fact and opinion
draw conclusions
interpret and integrate information
identify problem-solution in a text



Number of questions: 20 MCQs
MCQs with graphic options/representation

Responses require interpretation (listening
and viewing)



Change in item (since PSLE 2015):
A merger of Picture Discussion and
Conversation
Stimulus (picture) as a springboard for
conversation

Change in grading (since PSLE 2015):
Total of 20 marks
Increased emphasis on expressing oneself
clearly and effectively during a conversation



Stimulus-Based Conversation (Oral)

O

Btimulnehaced Conversation

Chongfu School

First Semester Assessment
English Language

Stimulus that provides scope

for conversation 3 main prompts:
S - All 3 must be used

O o Should e herm =t yolr diseretion o mciliate the sanvarsaton. 1. The first relates to the
{““ EEEE:EQE}T&: i isues that might arse. m the course of the stimulus

2. Next two prompts relate to
(©)  Loskstune e, Wou you creoe  be & luisr e e pepl 1 e the conversation topic
+ Wrich ane ofthe ways o you chaose o voluresr? Wy 3. All 3 broadly linked to the
() Have you done volunteerworkbefore? el me sboutt stimulus and the reading

+ Whatwas yourexpenence? passage

If the pupil has not done volunteer work:

* Whydo you think people do volunteerwork?

(c)  Sometimes, we can do little things to help the people around us. Whom do you
think you ean help? How can you help?

+  Tell me about a time you helped someone/someone helped you.




Assessment Criteria:
- Personal response (Development)

- Ability to speak clearly (Using appropriate
vocabulary and structure, correct
pronunciation)

- Level of engagement during interaction



State = State the topic or theme

Elaborate = Give some examples to support what you have
told your teacher / examiner

Personal Experiences = Share your own experiences or
stories (If there is no personal experience, go on to make

connections in Point 4)

Connect = Make connections to books/ articles you have read/
movies or TV shows you have watched

Conclude = Remember to conclude by restating Point 1.



Example 1

/ Let's Make [t Home Safely!

‘travel safely by bu
Do pmatatasn

Qm-mm-num
P cvé sty 5

Wi ©SL B¢ s 02 0@ M 0°) 0




S - It is very important to follow these traffic rules.

E - We have traffic rules to teach us how to be safe on
the road so that we can reach home safely. One of the
posters is on travelling safely on the bus. This is very
useful for us as most of us take the bus to school and
back home.

P - I follow closely to the traffic rules. Whenever I am
waiting to board the bus, I do not play with my friends.
I stand in the queue and get ready to get up the bus.
When I am up on the bus, I find a seat and sit down
immediately. Next, I buckle up my seatbelt so that
I keep safe on the bus.



S — To me, the most important traffic rule is

to practise the kerb drill whenever we cross the road. I
learnt the kerb drill when I went to the Road Safety Park
in Primary 4.

E — It is important as there are many roads in Singapore.
To keep safe, we should practise the kerb drill so that
drivers will take note of us.

P — Whenever I cross the road, I will remind myself to
put into practise the kerb drill and ensure that it is safe
before I cross the road. I feel that it is a good drill as it
forces me to check for vehicles and take personal
responsibility for my safety.



Possible Response 1

S — Yes, I have broken a traffic rule before.

P — I was with my mother when we broke the traffic
rule. We crossed the road without using the traffic
lights. We jaywalked across the road. A car came by
and honked at us. It was a scary experience. From
then on, I always cross the road at traffic light
junctions.



Possible Response 2

S — No, I have not broken any traffic rule.

C — However, I have read from newspaper articles the
consequences of the violation of traffic rules. The one I
remembered most the brothers who were killed by a
speeding heavy vehicle. This made me realise that I
cannot take for granted that I can cross the road when
the green man flashes. I have to be very observant of

my immediate surroundings and practise the kerb
drill.



Always remember to conclude by restating Point 1.
Possible phrases to use for conclusion
- In conclusion
To conclude
In a nutshell

E.g. To conclude, I think it is of utmost
importance that we obey traffic rules because
the consequences could be tragic/ disastrous
etc.



Tackling the PSLE Components

O

Comprehension Open-
Ended (OE)

Continuous Writing

Mr Ng Keh Siong




Comprehension (OE)

O

* Understanding of
Theme

« Comprehension

* Understanding of
text types and
respective
language features

e Writing

Requires
close/critical
reading skills




Approach
demonstrate closed/critical reading skills
identify the correct text type

deconstruct text through annotation —
summarize key points of each paragraph
into a short phrase/ sentence (see example) or
using 5W1H

make generalizations about the text
identify the overall theme (of the writing)



Comprehension (OE)
O




Text Types:
Narrative — MC Companion Booklet 7: ‘With Grandpa’

Recount (Personal/Factual) - MC Companion Booklet
3: ‘Just Like Him’, MC Companion Booklet 9: ‘Love is
Blind’

Information Text — MC Companion Booklet 8: ‘Why it
Feels Good to Scratch an Itch’

Procedural Text — MC Companion Booklet 3: ‘How to
Create a Book Blog’

Poem — MC Companion Booklet 1: ‘House of Bugs’



71 How can you tell from the first paragraph that the duck was very
persistent? [2m]

| can tell from the first paragraph that the duck was very persistent...(X)
The duck was very persistent because... (X)

The duck would always return to the house [1m] and it would guack softly outside if
the door was closed/ stroll contentedly all over the house if someone had forgotten
to shut the door. [Im] (v') = must show clear Points 1 and 2

or

The duck would always return to the house [1m]. It would quack softly outside if the
door was closed/ stroll contentedly all over the house if someone had forgotten to
shut the door. [1m] (V)




76 Before the duck left the house, in what two ways was its presence helpful
to Mrs Kim? [2m]

The two ways are...and... (X)

The first way is... and the second way is... (X)

From paragraph four, lines (20-21), its presence was... (X)

From “The repetitive sound struck Mrs Kim....”, its presence was... (X)

1) It helped calm her down as she found the repetitive sound of the quacking
comical. (v)

2) It distracted her from the pain in her ankle as she had animal to talk to. (v)



79 “The children even let it follow them around the house (line 38). How is this
different from how they felt about the duck at the start of the story? [1m]

It was different as... (X)

The children were [nitially frightened of the duck, but at the end of the story, they
were not afraid of it anymore. (v') > must show ‘before and after’

80 Why did Mrs Kim name the duck and why was the name “highly meaningful
to her? [2m]

Mrs Kim named the duck because... (X), Because she... (X), As she... (X)
She treated the duck as a pet. [1m] The duck’s quacks helped her when she

sprained her ankle. [Im] (¥v) = break answer in two parts; need not copy question
stem




PSLE Vocabulary question-types

O

72  Fillin the following table by identifying the correct word(s) from the passage. [3m]

Question Word(s) from the passage

a) Which Word from the first paragraph tells us

the duck enjoyed being in the Kim’s house?

contentedly

b) Which two words from the Seécond
paragraph tell us that the Kims did not enjoy
the duck’s visits? Each word is found in a
separate sentence.

invaded, unwelcome




73 Look at the table below. What do the words in the left column refer to in the passage?
Write your answers in the column on the right. [2m]

Word from the passage |What the word refers to?

a) it (line 8) the removal of the duck

the swelling of Mrs Kim’s right ankle to almost double its

b) That (line 12) original size

From the text: There was a sharp pain in her right ankle, and soon it had swollen
to almost double its original size. That was when Mrs Kim knew she had to seek
seek medical help quickly. = Answers must be accurate and precise

*After substitution, the sentence/ phrase must still be grammatically correct.




75 Based on lines 10-24, state whether each statement in the table below is true or false,
then give one reason why you think so.

True/Fal Reason
rueiraise (NOT a ‘Why’ question)

a) Mrs Kim had left False Everyone in the household has his or her own

the only phone phone. (v)

the family had in She only left her own handphone in the car. (v)

her car.

\ It was not the only phone that the family had. (X)
— do not simply state the opposite

b) Mrs Kim found False Mrs Kim found out that the duck was nearby

out that the duck
was nearby
when she saw

its beak. ’\

when she heard the quacking becoming louder
as the duck came closer. (v)

Highlight the ‘“false’

part of the statement

Provide Evidence (from text)
to show why ‘True/ False’




PSLE Compare/ Contrast question-types:

O

78 Based on line 10-38, fill in the following table. [4m]

What Mrs Kim thought had What actually happened
happened
a) She had broken her ankle. b) She only had an ankle sprain.
When Mrs Kim
fell down

c) The duck had abandoned her. |d) The duck was seeking help

When the duck from Mr Amir.

flew out of the
door




*Additional notes:

Answers to be in PAST tense (unless question is asked in
present tense e.g.

“How does the ice-making machine (line 9) work?”

Break long sentences up using punctuation marks like
commas ( , ) and full stops (. ), not ‘and and and and’

It is PERFECTLY FINE to lift from the passage to
answer the questions — there is NO need to deliberately
paraphrase the answer. (Context must be accurate)




Continuous Writing (CW)

O

Content 20m

Language & 20m
Organisation

Total 40m




Assessment Criteria

Content

e Fully relevant
ideas

e Highly interesting
and thoroughly-
developed
composition

Language & Organisation

Language is accurate with hardly any errors
in grammar, expression, spelling and
punctuation

Wide and appropriate use of vocabulary

Very good sequencing, paragraphing and
linking of ideas and facts



Continuous Writing Themes (2019)

2019 — P5 Compo. (1) A Fear (Diagnostic) — linked to STELLAR Unit 1
Text: Heartbeats in the Dark

2019 — P5 Compo. (2) A Helpful Act

PSLE Continuous Writing Themes (2015 — 2018)

2015 Being Considerate
2016 A Secret
2017 A Special Gift

2018 Teamwork



A narrative:

tells a STORY
entertains/ interests the reader(s)
follows a standard plot structure:

introduction (1/5)

rising action/ problem (1/5)
climax (1/5)

falling action/ resolution (1/5)
conclusion (1/5)



What do teachers/ PSLE markers
look out for?

- Sample exemplar
(text deconstruction + analysis)




Introduction

It is not meant to fill the pages and meet the length
requirement.

It must be based on the given situation and most
importantly, it must serve a purpose — introduce the
main character and give readers some background to
the composition/story.

Appropriately used, it creates the setting and mood of
the story.



Ways to start a story:
Using self-commentary/ dialogue
Describing the setting
Using ‘Flashback’
Describing an action
End at the beginning
Sensory description



How to identify the Problem/ Complication
Character flaw e.g. dishonesty, greed, fear of...,

A problem is NOT an event e.g. the act of
shoplifting is not a problem, but rather what was it
that caused the character to want to shoplift

A problem that can be realistically addressed/
overcome




*Climax 2> Resolution
(How the complication/problem was solved):

» For a climax to be satisfactory, it must be logically
constructed, not something out of the ordinary e.g.
supernatural, dreams

» Problem/ Complication should not be solved through sheer
luck, coincidence e.g. someone rich, all powerful
comes to save the day.

» Main character must seek to solve the problem/
complication on his/her own (within one’s powers/

ability) i.e. to write from the experience of a 12-year old
child



Conclusion

It is required, necessary.
It gives the story a closure.
It ‘closes the loop’ (link it to the introduction).

Ways to conclude a story:

Describing emotional state i.e. how you felt after the
incident

Using self-questioning (rhetorical) techniques e.g.
‘anaphora’

Returns to the introduction (for ‘Flashback’)



Introduction & Conclusion

Both are required, necessary.
Both must be connected to the ‘body’ of the story.
They should NOT be written in isolation.

Introduction & Conclusion must be thoroughly thought
through and NOT hastily written.



Vocabulary building
Have a word web for common verbs e.g.

Saying verbs (to showcase characters’ emotions)

Angry bellowed, growled, barked,
hollered, commanded, retorted...

Happy chirped, cheered, beamed...
Sad whined, sobbed...

Rather than... ‘said, told, asked, cried, shouted, screamed...’



Have a word web for common adjectives e.g.

‘Happy’ (to showcase characters’ emotions)

ecstatic, jubilant, exuberant...

in high spirits, on cloud nine...

grinning like a Cheshire cat...

Rather than... ‘happy, sad, angry, shocked, surprised...’

www.thesaurus.com



http://www.thesaurus.com/

Common pitfalls/ errors

1.

© ® N o U h oW

Overly long introduction (more than 1/5 of story)

Irrelevant introduction (i.e. does not relate to the plot
development)

Inaccurate factual details, illogical /unrealistic plot
Missing links/time sequences in story

Redundant subplot

Too many coincidences i.e. ‘Suddenly...”

Abrupt/cliché conclusion (i.e. can be used on any writing)
Did not give the major characters a closure

Conclude using a moral /proverb/idiom (Avoid this! It usually
doesn’t turn out well unlike your Chinese composition)



What to AVOID

1. Supernatural themes e.g. ghost, monster, fantasy,
aliens or dreams

2. Informal language e.g. Dad, Mum (can only be
used in direct speech)

3. SMS language e.g. ‘C u later’
4. Contractions — e.g. couldn’t
5. Abbreviations — e.g. PA System, tv, CCA, exams



Must Haves:

1.
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have a clear idea what the topic/theme is
emphasise the structure of a narrative
identify the conflict/problem in the story
Use of 53W1H questions to beef up the plot

Theme must come through in the writing!




How you can help your child in writing:

Reflective journalling

Pre-writing/ brainstorming of ideas -
Plot Structure

Word choice
Proof-reading, editing (re-read)
Handwriting matters!

*Setting of expectations and frequent
encouragement









